
Our dear friends and family:Our dear friends and family:Our dear friends and family:Our dear friends and family:    

Is it really the year 2010?? HAPPY NEW YEAR AND HERE’S HOPING 2010 WILL BRING YOU GOOD HEALTH, MUCH 

WEALTH AND LOTS OF LOVE AND LAUGHTER!!!!!!!!!!!!!  The Mentzers had a fabulous but extremely hectic 2009 and 

their new year’s resolution is to take it a bit easier this year.  Some highlights from last year follow: 

David 

After almost 4 years at IBM, in May 2009 David joined Booz Allen Hamilton where he is 

now working with DoD clients, something he has been passionate about.  He has been 

at Ft. Knox in KY quite a bit and is planning on doing some longer term work with his 

company down in that area.  He spent a week in Suriname in November to move 

forward the adoption papers for Eraldo, a 3 year old boy we are hoping to adopt. 

Irma 

Still at the World Bank , now working on maturing the Enterprise Architecture 

Practice.  In May, she spent 10 days in Brazil (Brasilia and Sao Paolo) where she 

conducted EA workshops and David still cannot get over the fact that she did not 

take out one day to go listen to some live Brazilian music.  In November she spent 

5 days in Vienna, Austria to perform EA Analytics on an upcoming Arab 

Development portal. She was able to spend an amazing time with two of her 

dearest childhood friends and beloved family in both Holland and Suriname. 

 

Perry Boo 

Started 2
nd

 grade, can you believe it?  Learned how to ride his bike 

this past summer and LOVES it!!  Spent 3 weeks in Europe (Holland, 

Germany, and Belgium) with Irma and her Dutch family.  David 

visited for one week as a surprise and cousin Raishree even packed 

David in a big box as a birthday present to Perry who had 2 birthday 

parties in Rotterdam. He still enjoys the Boys Scout, art classes,  and 

is doing very well in school, we are pretty proud of him ☺. 

 

Ava Lou 

Where has our little baby girl gone?  She started pre-school and 

does not understand why she does not get home work.  She 

learned how to hula, yes, not only has she mastered this, but 

started a rage amongst her cousins and friends causing much 

amusement in the household and a shortage of hulas at the Toys 

R Us.  Her first love is ballet though and although the passion is 

definitely there, we are not so sure about the talent ☺. 

Rotterdam Parade - she gave Perry his first condom 

Eraldo – full of personality 

Best friends at Kinderdijk, Rotterdam 



Jessie 

Has quickly become a vital part of our family and has kept the 

household in order as much as the kids allow her.  We continue to 

enjoy her calmness and the kids refer to her as their big sister and 

give her the proper amount of teasing and “chastising”.  She has 

returned from a quick trip to Canada and is looking forward to 

another year; her new year’s resolution is to learn to drive.  Perry 

gave her an advantage by teaching her how to sled in the snow. 

Family Activities 

In March the whole family went to Suriname for two weeks to help Oma celebrate a 

BIG birthday. We visited the rain 

forest, watched hundreds of 

dolphins (no exaggeration here!!) 

in Irma’s father’s favorite spot, 

spent an amazing time with Irma’s 

best friend Iendra and her family; 

and experienced Holi Phagwa 

(Indian festival) Suriname style: 

Perry could not believe that you 

could squirt people with colored 

water ALL DAY long…. 

In the summer, Irma and Perry spent 3 weeks in Europe, David joined for one week while Ava went to Disney with her 

grandparents.  We spent one week in Canada where we went to 

Niagara Falls with our friends (The Pabilonias) and a good time was 

had by all.  We took a few camping trips (the boys more than the 

girls), and thoroughly enjoyed the Lake Barcroft beaches throughout 

the summer. 

And of course, the summer would not have been complete for the 

kids without the too many outings to the amusement parks: Dutch 

wonderland, Hershey Park, Kings Dominion, and the Great Wolf 

Lodge in Williamsburg. 

The entire family, but especially the kids are very excited about the possible adoption of Eraldo and although Suriname 

has not yet officially released him to us, we are hoping he can join us soonest.   

We are hoping that each one of you also had a great 2009 and that 2010 will be even better. 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!! GELUKKKIG NEW JAAR!!!!!!!! And remember to love tenderly, laugh heartily especially at yourself,  

and live the good life, whatever that may mean to you… ☺☺☺☺ 

 

The MentzersThe MentzersThe MentzersThe Mentzers 


